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    OUR MISSION

  

  
    
      Create  autism  awareness, teach  acceptance   of  differences,  and  foster  empathy   for  individuals  on  the  autism  spectrum. 
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    GOOD FRIEND ACADEMY 

  

  
    
      Autism inclusion courses available for your K-8th grade school or community organization!

    

  

  
    
      
        Learn More!
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    EVENTS

  

  
    
      Support our cause. Join us for an event to learn more about how to advocate for neurodiversity in your community.

    

  

  
    
      
        Find an event
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    Neurodiversity at Work

  

  
    
      COMING SOON!
Get ready for an inspiring training film showcasing the talent of neurodivergent employees from diverse industries. Good Friend, Inc. and Disability:IN Wisconsin are excited to spotlight the power of inclusion in this incredible project.
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  The Good Friend Mission
Since 2007, Good Friend, Inc. has become a trusted name in autism education. We develop research-based training and original short films for the purpose of creating autism awareness, teaching acceptance of differences, and fostering empathy for people on the autism spectrum. 
Our approach is unique. We focus on interventions for those who surround autistic individuals. By educating the neuromajority in schools, businesses and beyond, we aim to create accepting cultures which are supportive and inclusive of autistic and neurodivergent individuals.
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        Schools & Community

      

      
        
          An inclusive community embraces neurodiversity and makes people of all neurotypes feel like they belong. This begins with education and understanding. Our school and community programs focus on creating community through training universally designed for the neuromajority.
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        Employers

      

      
        
          A workplace that fosters diversity brings together a multitude of ideas and perspectives, igniting innovation and creativity. We help businesses better understand what neurodiversity is, why it's beneficial to their organization, and how to create a hiring process and working environment more accepting and inclusive of autistic talent. 
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  Our Story 
“We [Chelsea and Denise] co-founded Good Friend in 2007 because we saw a need we knew we could fill. We are mothers of children on the spectrum, now young adults on the spectrum. We watched our learners struggle to make friends with their classmates, and from other parents of children on the spectrum, we learned that our children were not unique in their struggle.
As adults without autism, we have gone from advocates to allies, soaking up lots of information along the way about what it means to be autistic — especially in a world designed by the neuromajority. We know it’s difficult for classmates and colleagues to understand autism. But more importantly, we know how important it is for peers to see beyond the differences to find the similarities.”
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                      "It was truly inspiring to see these passionate individuals educate students on neurodiversity as they reached multiple milestones at our schools!"

                    

                    
                        Eric Hagen
Communications Specialist, Elmbrook Schools


                    

                  

                

                

              

            
	
              
                
              
              

                
                  

                    
                      "What an amazing resource! Good Friend provides age-appropriate lessons, resources and assemblies that promote acceptance and empathy. The resources are engaging and inspirational. They help bring students together in a very meaningful way."

                    

                    
                        Dr. Amanda DeSua
Waukesha School District


                    

                  

                

                

              

            
	
              
              

                
                  

                    
                      "I reached out to Chelsea for advice on how to host a diversity awareness panel at our organization as part of our ongoing DEI efforts. She gave wonderful insight on approaching participants and questions to use in leading the discussion. She was incredibly positive and helpful. I am incredibly appreciative of her pointing us in the right direction. We are very much looking forward to our event!"

                    

                    
                        Stephanie Pontis
Senior Talent Acquisition Specialist, Kaleidoscope Innovation
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  Our Impact So Far























  
  














    

  
  

  


  
    
    


  



  
    
    
      
    
    

  

  
    
      
      
      
      
      
      
      




















  
  





  
    
      Let’s be Good Friends!

      Subscribe to our email list for important updates, course info and news!
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  Support Our Cause
📍P.O. Box 219, Wales, WI 53183-0219
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